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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
The Defense Supply Center Philadelphia (DSCP) Consumer Safety 
Office is distributing this Notice as a courtesy, for 
informational purposes only. We do not require a response from 
you at this time. 
 
DSCP Issue Date: August 9, 2004 
SUBJECT: SALMONELLOSIS, TOMATOES, CONVENIENCE STORES - USA 
 
SALMONELLOSIS, TOMATOES, CONVENIENCE STORES - USA (MULTISTATE) (08) 
*********************************************** 
A ProMED-mail post 
<<http://www.promedmail.org>> 
ProMED-mail is a program of the 
International Society for Infectious Diseases 
<<http://www.isid.org>> 
 
Date: Sat 7 Aug 2004 
From: ProMED-mail <promed@promedmail.org 
<mailto:promed@promedmail.org>> 
Source: The Tribune Review [edited] 
<<http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-
review/trib/regional/s_207046.html>> 
 
 
4 bacteria strains suspected in outbreak 
---------------------------------------- 
The salmonellosis outbreak that sickened at least 416 people, in 5 
states, might have been caused by 4 bacterial strains, an unusual 
occurrence, health officials said on Fri 6 Jul 2004. 
 
Investigators suspect that all strains were found on contaminated 
Roma tomatoes served at convenience stores owned by Altoona-based 
Sheetz, according to the Pennsylvania Department of Health and the 
CDC. Officials said they believe the tainted tomatoes have been 
removed from the market and are no longer infecting people. 
 
"Logically, it is possible that outlets other than Sheetz served 
tainted tomatoes obtained from a common source, but, thus far, no 
alternate outlets have been linked to human cases," Dr. Calvin 
Johnson, Pennsylvania Secretary of Health, said in a health update 
issued on 6 Aug 2004 to hospitals and doctors. "The full extent of 
this outbreak will not become clear until vast amounts of 
epidemiological and laboratory data are analyzed, and the FDA 
investigations are completed," he wrote. 
 
Salmonella's Javiana serotype has infected 324 of the 330 people 
with confirmed salmonellosis in Pennsylvania, state Health 
Department spokesman Richard McGarvey said. Health officials in 
Ohio, West Virginia, Maryland, and Virginia has confirmed 86 
salmonellosis cases linked to the outbreak, and, are investigating 
at least 51 others. 
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A rare, 2nd serotype, Anatum, is the only one found on the more than 
260 samples of food that the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture 
has tested. 4 people, who ate at a Sheetz, were sickened by that 
type, which was matched, genetically, to the salmonella in an 
unopened bag of tomatoes taken from a Franklin County Sheetz. A 5th 
person infected with that strain is still being checked for a 
potential link. 
 
The health update sent to medical professionals said "another rare 
salmonella" type, which it did not identify, might be involved in 
the outbreak. McGarvey identified that strain as "Thompson." About a 
dozen people who ate at Sheetz have been infected with that strain, 
but, are not yet counted among Pennsylvania's 330 confirmed cases, 
he said. 
 
The update was an edited version of a slightly more detailed report 
sent earlier this week [1st week of August 2004] to other agencies 
involved in the investigation, including health departments in other 
states. The report said the Thompson serotype, and a 4th variant, 
Muenchen, each infected about a dozen people, potentially from 
tomatoes served at Sheetz in early July 2004. 
 
Finding multiple strains of salmonella in a single outbreak is 
unusual, but it has happened several times, said Jennifer Morcone, 
CDC spokeswoman. 3 strains of salmonella were found in beef jerky 
that sickened 93 people in New Mexico in 1995, and 2 salmonella 
strains were associated with orange juice that sickened people in 
Florida. 
 
An animal could carry more than a single strain and contaminate food 
growing in the field, the CDC said. 
 
[Byline: Karen Roebuck] 
 
-- 
ProMED-mail 
<promed@promedmail.org <mailto:promed@promedmail.org>> 
 
[As stated in the posting, it is unusual, but not unheard of, to see  
multiple serotypes of the bacterium in an outbreak. Additionally, as  
pointed out by Dr. Henry Ekperigin, from the FDA, I have been in 
error in referring to the serotypes as _S. enteritidis_ serotypes. 
The correct nomenclature is _Salmonella  enterica_ serotype Javiana, 
etc. - Mod.LL] 
 
 
[see also: 
Salmonellosis, meat products - UK (Durham) 20040804.2124 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20040804.2124,Y> 
Salmonellosis, foodborne - Russia (W. Siberia): RFI 20040803.2114 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475

mailto:promed@promedmail.org
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62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20040803.2114,Y> 
Salmonellosis, tomatoes, convenience stores - USA (Multistate)(07)  
20040731.2087 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20040731.2087,Y> 
Salmonellosis, tomatoes, convenience stores - USA (Multistate) (06)  
20040727.2051 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20040727.2051,Y> 
Salmonellosis, tomatoes, convenience stores - USA (Multistate) (05)  
20040724.2022 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20040724.2022,Y> 
Salmonellosis, tomatoes, convenience stores - USA (Multistate) (04)  
20040721.1991 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20040721.1991,Y> 
Salmonellosis, tomatoes, convenience stores - USA (Multistate) (03)  
20040719.1961 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20040719.1961,Y> 
Salmonellosis, tomatoes, convenience stores - USA (Multistate) (02)  
20040716.1936 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20040716.1936,Y> 
Salmonellosis, tomatoes, convenience stores - USA (Multistate) 
20040715.1911 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20040715.1911,Y> 
Salmonellosis, alfalfa sprouts - USA (northwest): recall 20040604 
2003 
---- 
Salmonellosis, restaurant related - Greece 20030810.1975 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20030810.1975,Y> 
Salmonellosis, restaurant related - USA (IL) 20030709.1682 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20030709.1682,Y> 
Salmonellosis, foodborne - UK (England), USA (NM) 20030626.1578 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20030626.1578,Y> 
Salmonellosis, sesame seed prod. - Australia (NSW) 20030407.0847 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
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62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20030407.0847,Y> 
Salmonellosis, effect of ethanol, 2002 - Portugal 20030328.0775 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20030328.0775,Y> 
Salmonellosis, alfalfa sprouts - USA (NW): recall 20030316.0662 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20030316.0662,Y> 
2002 
---- 
Salmonellosis, theme park - USA (Multistate):alert 20020809.5005 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20020809.5005,Y> 
Salmonella poona, cantaloupes - USA, Canada (02) 20021123.5884 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20021123.5884,Y> 
Salmonellosis, pastry - Spain (Catalonia) 20020701.4646 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20020701.4646,Y> 
Salmonella, peanuts - Canada: recall 20020609.4450 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20020609.4450,Y> 
Salmonella poona, cantaloupes - USA, Canada: recall 20020512.4181 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20020512.4181,Y> 
Salmonella newport, cheese - USA (Calif.):alert 20020401.3855 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20020401.3855,Y> 
Salmonella oranienburg outbreak - Canada 20020124.3370 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20020124.3370,Y> 
2001 
---- 
Salmonellosis, foodborne - USA: background 20010528.1036 
<http://www.promedmail.org/pls/askus/f?p=2400:1001:51190378332686475
62::::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE,F2400_P1001_ARCHIVE_NUMBER,F2400_P1001_U
SE_ARCHIVE:1001,20010528.1036,Y>] 
..................mpp/ll/msp/mpp 
 
ProMED-mail makes every effort to  verify  the reports  that 
are  posted,  but  the  accuracy  and  completeness  of  the 
information,   and  of  any  statements  or  opinions  based 
thereon, are not guaranteed. The reader assumes all risks in 
using information posted or archived by  ProMED-mail.   ISID 
and  its  associated  service  providers  shall not be  held 
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responsible for errors or omissions or  held liable for  any 
damages incurred as a result of use or reliance upon  posted 
or archived material. 
************************************************************ 
 
Visit ProMED-mail's web site at <<http://www.promedmail.org>>. 
Send  all  items  for   posting  to:   promed@promedmail.org 
<mailto:promed@promedmail.org> 
(NOT to  an  individual moderator).  If you do not give your 
full name and  affiliation, it  may  not  be  posted.   Send 
commands  to  subscribe/unsubscribe,   get  archives,  help, 
etc. to: majordomo@promedmail.org <mailto:majordomo@promedmail.org>.    
For assistance  from a 
human  being  send  mail  to:   owner-promed@promedmail.org 
<mailto:owner-promed@promedmail.org>. 
 
            
The Point Of Contact for this Notice is CW3 Melinda Strother, 
Consumer Safety Officer, at DSCP-HS. VOICE, DSN: 444-7746/2911, 
Commercial (215) 737-7746/2911, or by FAX, DSN: 444-7526,or 
Commercial, (215) 737-7526. 

Very Respectfully,  
CW3 Melinda Strother  
Consumer Safety Officer, DSCP  
Product Services Office  
Voice: (215) 737-7746  
Fax: (215) 737-7526  
E-mail: melinda.strother@dla.mil  
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